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Staff Sgt. Johnny Salinas greets his family — from left, son Joel, 6; wife Maria; son Luis, 18 months; and daughter Fernanda, 8 — after returning from Iraq on Tuesday. Salinas was

one of 80 soldiers from the 502nd Engineer Company who returned to Hanau, Germany, after a yearlong deployment in Iraq. Another 120 soldiers were slated to return Wednesday.
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502nd Engineers return home

PHOTOS BY DENNIS JOHNSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Spc. Jared Medrano is reunited with his 2-year old son, Jaden. Medrano was one of some 80 soldiers of
the 502nd Engineer Compnay who returned Tuesday to Hanau, Germany, after a yearlong deployment.

More than 80 Soldiers from the 502nd Engineer Company march to

the gym on Pioneer Kaserne, Hanau, after returning to Germany on
Tuesday from a yearlong deployment in Iraq.

Stars and Stripes

U.S. Army Europe Commander
Gen. B.B. Bell is in Moscow this
week to plan for next year’s mili-
tary exercises involving the Unit-
ed States and Russia.

Next year’s exercise will be the
third time the armies of the
one-time bitter enemies have
trained together.

Bell was to meet with Col. Gen.
Alexei Maslov, commander of
Russian Land Forces, to plan for
the exercise named Torgau in rec-
ognition of the German city
where Russian and U.S. forces
came together as victors in the
last days of World War II.

The first such exercise was in
May 2004, at a Russian training fa-
cility near Moscow. It lasted a
week and centered on command-
ers working as a combined staff
to develop a plan to defend a fic-
tional third country from attack.

It was the first time that Russia
and the U.S. commanded an exer-
cise together, according to Bob
Purtiman, a U.S. Army Europe
spokesman.

The second exercise, last May,
was larger and more involved.
Ground forces were brought to-
gether to train, with a week in

Russia and another in
Grafenwöhr, Germany.

U.S. soldiers from the 1st Ar-
mored Division operated T-72
tanks, fired Russian small arms,
toured the Kremlin and tried the
vodka. The Russian soldiers, in
turn, drove Bradley fighting vehi-
cles and marveled at how “high-
tech” the U.S. weaponry was.

In recent years, Russian and
American forces have worked to-
gether on peacekeeping missions
in Bosnia-Herzegovina and in Ko-
sovo, but largely as separate enti-
ties.

The Torgau exercises were de-
signed to develop contacts and
build bilateral cooperation,
Purtiman said.

Bell was scheduled to visit
headquarters of the Moscow and
Leningrad military districts and
the War History Museum of Ar-
mored Vehicles and Equipment
in Kubinka near Moscow, accord-
ing to media reports. His wife,
Katie, was to visit a secondary
school attended by Russian offic-
ers’ children and meet with the
wives of officers from the Mos-
cow military district.

They were also scheduled for
sightseeing tours of Moscow and
St. Petersburg.
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HANAU, Germany — For the
nearly 200 soldiers of the 502nd
Engineer Company, a very long
year has come to an end. In the
early morning hours of Tues-
day, the soldiers stepped off of
planes at Rhein-Main Air Base
and onto buses that delivered
them to their waiting families.
Around 80 soldiers arrived early
Tuesday, while the remainder
were to arrive Wednesday.

The 502nd, part of the 130th
Engineer Brigade, is the first
U.S. Army Europe unit to com-
plete a second tour of duty in
Iraq, officials said. The unit is
based at Pioneer Barracks in
Hanau.

After a weeklong reintegra-
tion program, the soldiers will
be granted 30 days of block
leave before getting back to
work in Germany.

The 502nd first served in Iraq
from March to October 2003,
mainly in the Baghdad area. Its
second deployment, which

began on Sept. 13, 2004, includ-
ed time at Tallil Air Base and Lo-
gistics Support Area Anaconda
in Balad.

BY RON JENSEN
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RAF MILDENHALL, England — Air
Mobility Command will eliminate the Patri-
ot Express service to RAF Mildenhall after
Oct. 1, citing customer preference for
other means of travel as a main reason.

“We call it ‘leakage’ when customers
who can use the flight use other commer-
cial means,” said Col. Tonja Brickhouse,
chief of the air transportation division at
Scott Air Force Base, Ill.

She said this “leakage” is pushing a re-
structuring of the entire Patriot Express
network, which has operated in some form
since the 1960s, providing passenger ser-
vice to 27 locations in the European Com-
mand, Central Command and Southern
Command areas of responsibility.

By fiscal 2008, Brickhouse said, Patriot

Express will service areas only where com-
mercial transportation is not available or
security concerns are high, such as Naval
Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and Diego
Garcia, saving $67 million per year.

AMC is willing to lose money on the ser-
vice if customers clamor for it, she said,
but they seem to prefer the flexibility pro-
vided by commercial travel.

“The ridership issues have been going
on for years,” Brickhouse said in a tele-
phone interview.

AMC has offered different routes and ar-
rival times, changed aircraft to offer more
leg room, upgraded the meals and other
perks, but to no avail, she said.

“It’s not just the money,” she said. “It’s
‘What does the customer want?’ ”

The flight to RAF Mildenhall originates
each Saturday in Baltimore and flies to En-
gland via Lajes Field in the Azores. It re-
turns along that route on the same day.

People on permanent change of station
or temporary-duty status soon will pur-
chase commercial tickets through military
channels, Brickhouse said.

They will travel on the daily shuttle
buses from RAF Mildenhall and RAF Lak-
enheath to Heathrow or Gatwick airports
south of London, a journey of about 100
miles, said Glenys Mitchell, operations
manager for the 727th Air Mobility Squad-
ron.

People who travel space-available on the
Patriot Express will be most affected by
the change. Mitchell said the Patriot Ex-
press mission almost always has a sizable
number of space-available seats.

Waiting for those seats recently were Se-
nior Airman Eric Jones, his wife, Carrie,
and 3-month old Gabriel, hoping to make
the hop to Baltimore.

“I know a lot of people that come and

sign up for space-A,” said Jones of the 48th
Munitions Squadron at RAF Lakenheath.

His wife said the cost would be $1,550 on
a commercial flight. The AMC mission
would cost less than $100.

Their young son, they said, would not
fare well on one of the military flights that
will still be available for space-available
travel, forcing them to take commercial
travel.

Service is also being eliminated this year
to Osan and Kunsan air bases in South
Korea; Kadena Air Base, Japan; and Kefla-
vik, Iceland. Next year, the Patriot Express
will disappear from Yokota and Misawa
air bases and the Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, all in Japan.

In the final year of restructuring, service
will end to Rota, Spain, and Aviano Air
Base, Italy.

E-mail Ron Jensen at:
jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Ramstein Welfare Bazaar kicks off Thursday

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — There are only 101 days left until
Christmas. And if you want to get that shopping done early, a good
place to start is this week’s huge bazaar at Ramstein Air Base.

The 41st annual Ramstein Welfare Bazaar — sponsored by the 435th
Services Squadron and the Ramstein Officers’ Spouses Club — begins
Thursday and runs until Sunday.

More than 140 vendors, offering everything from Polish pottery to
Turkish rugs, will set up shop in Hangars 1 and 2, according to the ba-
zaar’s Web site at: www.ramstein-bazaar.org. The bazaar also will fea-
ture live entertainment and 40 food vendors.

Hours are: noon to 8 p.m. Thursday; 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday and Sat-
urday; and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday. You must have a U.S. or NATO
forces identification card to enter. Pets are not allowed.

Vendors accept Master Card and Visa, but payment will only be in
U.S. dollars.

Proceeds from the event go toward dozens of organizations in and
around the Kaiserslautern community, according to a press release
from the Ramstein Officers’ Spouses Club.
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